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Good News 
Go and tell John what you hear and see! 

 

“Go and tell John what you hear and see.” These are the words Jesus sent to John through John’s two disciples.  This 
message reveals how our Lord’s work is much more involved than merely words. From the very beginning our Lord’s 
words accomplished what they said was to be.  Things happened! While we know all too well how hollow man’s words 
can be, Jesus’ words will never be found empty or meaningless. When He speaks, things happen! When He speaks 
through your pastor the absolution, the Father’s forgiveness is realized. When the water with the Word was poured over 
your head, rebirth took place and is still in place. As the very Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior is distributed to you 
and for you, in the Sacrament of the Altar, so we receive forgiveness, life and salvation in and under the elements.  
 

Ours is a God of action, of accomplishment. Things happen! So it is then as His people, we are able to speak of how He 
has worked in each of our lives, as we through action, take that to the lives of others. That may be through prayer,          
perhaps a tear, even just our presence, a hug, or a listening ear. Like the two disciples of John we are able to recount all 
we have heard and seen. How the Lord continues to work in our lives, is ours to tell and for us to make it known. Your 
neighbor is waiting to hear, Amen. 
 

In Service to Christ,  Pastor Schmeltz   
          Jr. Pastoral Counselor 

  Beauty of Change 
 

As I traveled around the district attending zone events this spring, I was struck by the beauty of change.  
What had looked stark and dead burst forth in color and life.  It was a joy to drive down the highways and 
reflect on the beauty that God created.  The world and everything that God has created changes.  Even the 
rocks change, we just can’t see that.  Some changes are not obvious to our eyes and some are. Change 
does not have to be big to make a difference.  Think of sitting outside in peace and quiet, and suddenly a 
bird sings.  That small change puts a smile on my face.   
 

Many times, our groups hesitate to change because “we have always done it that way.”   Many times we can make small 
changes that might have big results. 
 

 Change the name of your group 

 Change your meeting time 

 Personally invite someone to your meeting 

 Ask a YWR to speak at your meeting 

 Have a tea (or other event) to honor mothers 

 Sponsor a play date for children where some ladies play with the kids, while         
others tell the moms about Lutheran Women in Mission 

 

Our God is always the same, but He makes change for us.  We need change. Our 
lives are full of change, and without it there would be no new heaven and new earth.   

Our resurrected Lord and Savior declares that He is making all things new 
(Revelation 21:5). 
 

That is change! 
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Small Grants 
Name of Grant Amount 

Requested 
Amount 

Paid 

Early Childhood Ministry at Trinity Lutheran Darmstadt     $5,000  

King’s Community Outreach       $4,600 Paid in Full 

Rebecca’s Garden of Hope     $5,000 $2,500 

Word, Worship & Witness (Togo)     $2,150.50 Paid in Full 

MISSION GRANTS INDIANA DISTRICT 2018-2020 

Large Grant Proposals  
The Mission Grant to Monterrey, Mexico, was withdrawn,  

so that money was redistributed to other grants. 

Name of Grant Amount 
Requested 

Amount 
Paid 

Ascension Lutheran Christian School Playground     $10,000 Paid in Full 

Calvary Indian Mission     $5,500 Paid in Full 

Compass International Family Center     $10,000 Paid in Full 

Concordia Seminary, St. Louis Food Bank     $10,000 $5,000 

Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne                        
Food & Clothing Co-op     $10,000 $5,000 

LAMP Ministry Inc.     $10,000  

LCMS Missionary Support:  Rev. Delwyn Campbell     $7,500 Paid in Full 

Lutheran South Unity School     $10,000 Paid in Full 

Multimedia Gospel Outreach to Burmese People     $10,000 Paid in Full 

Orphan Grain Train Forklift Replacement     $10,000  

Worship Anew     $10,000  

Chinese Community Center in Newburgh     $2,245.50  

BYLAWS TIPS             MIRIAM NEUMANN 
Bylaws are important because they help us to conduct our business in an orderly fashion.  Many times they 
get put aside and forgotten and we find ourselves not following them anymore.  Then it is time to find them, 
review them and make necessary changes.  It is all right to change the rules to fit the way you are now doing 
things.  Times change and so there are times when we need to do things differently.  Have you recently        
reviewed the bylaws of your zone or your society?  Are you still following them?  Here are a few tips to update 
your bylaws: 
 

 If you are giving title to your zone it should read: 
      Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Indiana District (name of zone) Zone 
 When using words like zone or district they are not capitalized unless they are part of the name: 
 district convention—The 36th Biennial LWML Indiana District Convention 
 zone rally—Indianapolis West Zone rally 
 titles—Capitalize titles of officers—She has served as President, Recording Secretary, Treasurer, etc. 

   —LWML or Lutheran Women’s Missionary League must appear before Indiana District, not after. 
     LWML Indiana District not Indiana District LWML 

The committee will be happy to help you with any problems or questions you may have regarding either your 
zone or society bylaws.  Contact Miriam Neumann at miriamn@comcast.net  
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SPRING RETREAT IN REVIEW    DONNA WAGNER 

CRG Event Center in Plainfield was a new location for the retreat 
“Sisters in Christ-Chosen to Serve”.  There were 224 in attendance to 
hear Katie Schuermann.  Katie’s speaking 
style and personality were warm and               
engaging.  She gave much time to us signing 
her books as well as leading three Bible study 
sessions.  Katie was definitely the highlight of 
the retreat!    

 
The fellowship was also       
wonderful.  One attendee       
commented that she loved being with “a room full of 
loving, God-centered persons.”   
 
 
 

Many enjoyed taking pictures with their new and old 
friends on the “Pew Sister” pew.   

 
 
 
God’s blessings to all who attended, and an extra           
bouquet of them to:  Katie, Pastor Cunningham, the 
Retreat Committee, and musician team of Elaine         
Elsner and Sammy Keller. 
 
 
 
 

 
Therefore, as God’s chosen 

people, holy and dearly        
loved, clothe yourselves         

with compassion, kindness, 
humility, gentleness,              

and patience.  

Retreat Committee with Katie (L-R): 
Sammy Keller, Donna Wagner, Katie 

Schuermann, Di Graves, Judith 
Kluemper & Bev McIntosh 

Three Generations of LWMLers: 

Melodie Nord, Sherri Nord & Barb Hamm 
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CHRISTIAN LIFE                            ELAINE ELSNER 

A Fresh Approach for Your Personal Bible Study 
 

Treatshop 2019      Making All Things New 

Behold, I am doing a new thing (Isaiah 43:19a) 
 

Small group Bible study, Pastor’s Bible class, the Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly studies 
and personal quiet time are all crucially important to our spiritual health.  The Word of 
God itself is always fresh and foremost in our lives, but sometimes an approach or a 
method we use may get stale.  

 

At the Treatshop breakout session led by your Christian Life Committee, District          
Counselor Joseph Cunningham will present a historic approach to personal Bible study 
that might be a new approach for you.  Lectio divina (“divine reading”) uses all of our 
senses to more fully engage God’s Word for our individual growth and renewed rest in 
Scripture.  This practice of praying the Scriptures will provide you with devotional and 
contemplative ways to engage God’s Word ever more deeply.   

 

Come to Treatshop this August!  Use this opportunity to learn and grow in your             
relationship to the Word, Jesus Christ!  It is HE who makes all things new for you! 

Greetings in the name of Christ our Risen Savior.  

 

Today I sit with my mother-in-law at the hospital. It is 1:00 a.m. and she is 
sleeping, exhausted and worried about her cardiac catheterization in the 
morning. She was raised in our Lutheran schools, sent her children and 
grandchildren to our Lutheran schools and greatly believes in supporting 
them throughout a lifetime, not just when a family member attends them. She has family 
and friends around her who care and are assuring her that she is not alone at the           
hospital for even a minute. But even with all this she is still worried and scared of this 
event in her life.   

 

I am reminded that even those who do have faith need support and reminders of our 
Lord's mercy, grace and compassion.  There may be members who do not attend         
worship services weekly or sometimes have difficulty attending yearly due to old hurts 
and events. These people need our care and concern. Our faithful witness to them must 
not be judgmental or with finger wagging or saying, “I told you so.”  We should witness to 
them that God loves and redeems them where they are (not where we want them to be) 
and that the Bible teachings they received in their youth and their Baptism still stand.  

 

Do this for the glory of God and in thankfulness for his redeeming work. 

CHRISTIAN OUTREACH      KRISTA NEWMASTER 
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NOMINATION COMMITTEE        RENEE SCHULLER 
The LWML Indiana District Nominating Committee is taking nominations for the election 
of officers at the 2020 convention.  We are seeking nominees for the following positions:  

 Vice President - Missions 

 Vice President – Conventions & Communications 

 Recording Secretary 

 Treasurer 

 Nominating Committee (made up of one lady from each of the 
four areas)  

                             We need your help! 

“Someone wisely said, ‘The membership of an organization deserves 
the officers it gets.’  If it has made a prayerful selection of the most qualified members, 
then the organization will most likely be well served.  If it has been careless in its selec-
tion, the result is likely to be poor performance.  It is definitely the responsibility of all the 
members to take           seriously both nominations and elections.”   
  -Quoted from LWML Nominating Committee Guidelines Introduction (emphasis added). 
 
 

You know the ladies in your society and zone better than we do.  You have seen 
firsthand the gifts and talents that God has given them.  Maybe there is a lady who has 
done a great job serving at the society or zone level and would be willing to step up and 
share those gifts at the district level.  If you see gifts in another lady, let her know.  Not 
only will it likely be a blessing for her to hear words of appreciation, but a simple word 
acknowledging her gifts and previous quality service might be all it takes to encourage 
her to consider using those gifts in one of these important positions.   

If you are interested in any of these positions or know of someone who might be            
qualified, please share those names with us (be sure to include the lady’s zone and           
contact information).  Our committee will then contact any potential nominees to share 
more information and provide the necessary nomination and consent forms.    
 

 

If you have any questions or would like a more detailed description of the responsibilities 
of each position listed, please contact Renee Schuller, Nominating Committee Chair 
reneeschuller.rs@gmail.com or 260-418-4645.  Guidelines for each office are also avail-
able on the website. 
 

 

Finally, please pray with us for this process, entrusting it into His good and gracious 
care. 
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The SRD committees, Mission Grants, and District President will present sessions. 
Those attending will be able to choose three (3) sessions to attend. 
Registration Fee: $6 – includes morning snack and bottled water. 

Lunch Fee: $6 – Penn Station boxed lunch or you may bring your own lunch. 
Registration will open after June 15, 2019. 

Watch for the online registration on the LWML IN District website (www.lwmlindiana.org)                  
and paper registration via email. 

 
INGATHERING AT TREATSHOP 

 
Joy's House- serves adults living with life-altering diagnoses and their families by providing adult 
day care and caregiving services. 
 
         Needed items - batteries, copy paper, card stock, sticky notes, hanging file folders, manila file 
folders, clasp envelopes, bubble wrap, stamps, Avery 5160 & 5164 address labels, peel and stick 
name tags, dry erase markers & erasers, HP901 ink cartridges, sharpie pens, non-mechanical ice 
cream scoops, plastic forks and spoons, paper plates, cups  & bowls (no Styrofoam), zipped baggies 
(gal. and sandwich), plastic wrap, wax paper, food service gloves, paper (watercolor, construction, & 
tissue), plastic crochet hooks, glue bottles, hole punches (various sizes and shape),  masking tape, air 
dry clay, modeling clay, blunt-tipped scissors, paints (acrylic, fabric, puffy, watercolors), paint by 
numbers sets, old magazines, brushes, mason jars, large white t-shirts, picture frames and yarn. 
 
Hope Center of Indy - serves to transform the lives of women exiting sex trafficking. 
         Needed items - disinfectant wipes, toilet paper cases, paper towels, white copy paper,             
construction paper, word puzzles, scrapbook paper, Kleenex (cubed boxes), napkins, playing cards, 
scotch tape, jeans/shorts in plus sizes , sweatshirts in plus sizes, underwear and socks (new), crayons, 
wax paper, hockey pucks, denture cleaner, tampons, feminine pads, brooms, spot and flood lights for 
exterior. 

LWML INDIANA DISTRICT TREATSHOP 

LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOL OF INDIANAPOLIS  
AUGUST 17, 2019 (9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.) 

Isaiah 43:18-19a (NIV) 

Forget the former things; do 
not dwell on the past. See,      

I am doing a new thing! 
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LWML INDIANA DISTRICT OFFICERS 
 
President 
Marge Gruber, 260-482-4759, gruber2141@gmail.com  
Vice President - Spiritual Resource Department 
Libby Moeller, 260-563-7489, libby0704@gmail.com 

Vice President - Missions 
Julia Stafford, 260-403-5851, jstafford@ourshepherd.org  
Vice President-Conventions and Communications 
Cathie Wakeland, 260-348-3061, wakelandcj@gmail.com 
Recording Secretary 
Anne Hartman, 317-738-2290, achartman@usa.net 
Financial Secretary 
Arlene Wolfgang, 260-571-2577, arlene.kay47@gmail.com 
Treasurer 
Deb Sorokin, 574-533-0019, debgl1@aol.com 
Counselors 
Rev. Joseph Cunnningham, 219-405-2209, 
jrcunning@comcast.net 

Rev. Rodney Schmeltz, 812-686-6054,  

pastorschmeltz@gmail.com 

Appointed Officers 
Christian Life Chairman 
Barb Rastl, 812-886-9965, rastl@att.net 
Christian Outreach Chairman 
Krista Newmaster, 812-499-4798,                    
newmastersiz@Hotmail.com 
Human Care Chairman 
Amy Leineweber, 317-374-5223, amygenealogy1@aol.com 
Leader Development Chairman 
Olivia Gunter, 812-614-6599, olivia.joy.original@gmail.com 
Ruth Armel Scholarship Chairman 
Sue Pflughoeft, 219-987-3399, pflughoeft6266@comcast.net 
Structure Chairman 
Miriam Neumann, 317-497-1487, miriamn@comcast.net 
Young Woman Representative Chairman 
Courtney Whipker, 812-521-8967, courtney.whipker@cune.org 
 
 
 

 
Archivist-Historian 
Shirley Gut, 574-842-3927, slcp@att.net  
Circulation Manager 
Renee South, 317-776-0299, south87@sbcglobal.net 
Crisis Management Coordinator 
Christy Mowrey, 574-594-2971, cmowrey77@gmail.com  
Editor  
Bev McIntosh, 317-781-0391, lwmleditor@comcast.net 
Meeting Manager 
Gloria Wood, 502-551-0548, gwood92947@aol.com 
Parliamentarian 
Pat Potratz, 219-229-1973, rp-potratz@sbcglobal.net 

  Public Relations Director 
  Jo Anne Furniss,812-867-1885,                                
  bef90jaf@sbcglobal.net 
  Communications Coordinator 
  Penny Letterman, 812-568-7290,                                             
  lwmlcommunicator@gmail.com  
  Web Servant 
  Melanie Johnson, 313-289-2869,  
  webmaster@lwmlindiana.org 
  Nominating Committee Chairman 
  Renee Schuller, 260-418-4645,  
  Renee.schuller.rs@gmail.com 

Retreat Chairman 
Donna Wagner, 317-409-0610, djwagner98@aol.com 
Mission Trip Coordinator 
Sharon Warner, 812-608-0284, icehouse@psci.net  
Scholarship Chairman 
Iris Wittman, 812-549-8250, mariawit35@gmail.com 
Heart to Heart District Leader 
Becky Thibodeau, 317-985-8903, bthibs@att.net  
Special Convention Fund Coordinator 
Peg Brettin, 574-772-3343, pjbrettin@yahoo.com 
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LWML Indiana District 

Penny Letterman, Communications Coordinator 

PO Box 607 

Boonville IN 47601  

IMPORTANT INFORMATON  
 

Send all money collected for mites,  
Quarterly, scholarship and all donations to the                          
Financial Secretary:  

   Arlene Wolfgang 

   440 S 325 E 

   Lagro, IN  46941-9528 

   arlene.kay47@gmail.com 
 

Make checks payable to LWML Indiana District 

 

“Serve the Lord 

with Gladness” 

(Psalm 100:2)  

 

PLEASE send your district and/or zone minutes and               
programs!  I really need documents prior to 2010.  Many 

zones have not sent 2018 items.  Send via email, U.S. Mail              
or bring them to any district event. 

Shirley Gut, Archivist-Historian 

21 Fleet Parkway, Culver, IN  46511 

slcp@att.net 

 

 
 

LWML Indiana District Treatshop 

August 17, 2019 
 

Making All Things New 
 

 
Bible Verse:  Isaiah 43:18-19a 

 
Location:  Lutheran High 

School of Indianapolis 


